The Activities: Urban Settings
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Title
Creating our city
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We work on
· Caring

· Respect

· Collaboration

· Appreciation of  clean spaces
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Activity development
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Let’s walk down the streets of a city: 

The teacher will draw a city on a big mural. Then he/she will ask the children: 

· What can we see near the school?

· What can you find around your house?

· How would your ideal city be?

· How do we have to care:

- sidewalks

- buildings

- shops

- street lamps 

- plants

- stop lights 

- fountains

- animals

- garbage cans
- …?

The teacher will ask the children to look for pictures of all theses objects in magazines or carpets; if they prefer they can also draw them. 

The children will cut up the pictures and glue them on the mural the teacher has prepared. In this way they will create a clean city, with no papers on the floor, with cared and respected plants...
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Title
We don’t like pollution!
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We work on
· Caution

· Appreciation of clean environments
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Activity development
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The teacher talks to the children: 

The smoke from cars and from chimneys, the dust from the land, ... all these things are known with a strange name. Do you know it? 

That word is POLLUTION; pollution dirties our houses, the air we breathe and even our faces and clothes. 

Let’s make an experiment to see what pollution provokes.  

Each child will have a piece of thin cardboard and he/she will draw something or write his/her name on it, to recognise it later. Then we place on each cardboard a bottle lid. 

Place the pieces of cardboard outside, but well sheltered from the rain and sun. Leave them there for a few days, depending on the degree of pollution in the city. 

The teacher will tell the children when to pick up their pieces of cardboard. 

When the children collect their pieces of cardboard, they will pick up the lids and observe what has happened. 

The piece of cardboard that was covered with the lid is clean and the rest is dirty.
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Title
Recycling and creating
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We work on
· Responsibility

· Caution

· Appreciation of objects
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Activity development
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The teacher will ask the children to bring into the class different useless materials that they have to find in their houses with their parents’ help. Each child will show what he/she has brought to the rest of the group and all of them will decide what kind of objects they can make with all those materials.
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Children will be asked to make something with the specific material he/she has brought. 

Then an exposition with all the new objects will be organised; the rest of the pupils of the school can visit it, and the children will have to explain the visitors how he/she has made his/her creation (only if the visitors ask for information).
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Title
Using natural products
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We work on
· Caution with pollutant elements

· Responsibility
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Activity development
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The teacher talks to the children:

Our pet has told me that it is very worried because it has been riding on a balloon over the city and the countryside and it hasn’t liked what it has seen: there is a lot of smoke from factories and from cars that is contaminating the air we breathe. Garbage contaminates the water from rivers and oceans. Our pet wants us to help it. What can we do to avoid that the air we breathe is contaminated?  

The teacher suggests:

· To use the car only when it is indispensable (we can use public transport, bikes or even walk instead).

· To trash the litter in adequate recipients. 

· We can suggest our parents to buy non-pollutant products (for example, they should choose those cleaning products that don’t hurt the environment).

· …..

The teacher will tell the children that one way to avoid pollution is to use natural products. In this way, let’s use natural elements to make the school smell well.  

The teacher will bring flowers into the class (country flowers or lavender ones).

Each child will decorate a piece of paper with drawings or pictures. Then he/she will make a paper cone with it (the decorated part should be the outer one) and will introduce the dried flowers in it. The cones will be spread along the school.
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Title
Mission: garbage

[image: image29.png]


We work on
· Collaboration

· Responsibility

· Caution
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Activity development
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Let’s go for a walk with the children along the playground or a close area at the end of the day. 

Each child should wear plastic or rubber gloves in order to keep their hands clean.

All of us will look for some pieces of garbage or papers that could be on the floor. If we find some, we will put them into a plastic bag (the teacher has to prepare these materials).

The teacher will guide and supervise the children during the activity. When it is finished they will organise a reunion.

The teacher will empty the bag and everybody will observe the elements that have been found and the children will have to comment on:

· What is it?

· Where have they found it?

· Where it should be?

· Why?

· What should we do with the wrappers some candies have? 

· …….

Pick up all the garbage and trash it into the proper place.
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Title
Our monuments

We work on

· Appreciation of the elements in our area 

· Caring

· Observation

· Respect

Activity development

The children will ask their parents to help them to find pictures of the monuments of the place in which they live (photos from magazines, postcards...). 

If possible, the adults will go for a walk with the children to see some of those monuments and will take some pictures of them. 

The children will bring the pictures (the “real” ones or the ones from magazines or the postcards) of the monuments they have been looking for with their parents. 

Each child will tell the rest of the group the stories and the history they have heard (what their parents have told them) about the monuments, while showing the pictures.

Then the teacher will talk about the respect all of us have to show towards the monuments and their setting. If we are respectful with them everybody will be able to admire and enjoy them.

The children will glue all the pictures on a big mural and will hang it on a visible place of the school. In this way all the pupils of the school will see it and will learn about the monuments as well.

If people from other classes want to visit the authors of the mural, they will explain them what they know about all those interesting places.

Title
Collaborating with the professionals

We work on
· Appreciation of the clean and non-pollutant places

· Respect

· Responsibility

· Caring

Activity development

The teacher will ask a professional of the urban environment (a gardener, a sweeper...) to come into the class to speak to the children about his/her job. 

When he/she has talked to the children and has shown them some of the tools he/she uses, he/she will tell them some more things about how they can help to care for the streets, the gardens and the parks of their city and to keep them clean. 

When this dialogue is finished the children will perform the job the professional does.

Title
Helping at home

We work on
· Caring

· Collaboration

· Responsibility

Activity development

The teacher talks to the children:

We can also help at home with the cleaning, caring and conservation duties.

Your parents will show you what can you do and how to do it. 

Let’s play to be adults.

In a corner of the class they will play freely at performing different kinds of housework. The teacher can suggest some activities: 

· Sweeping

· Cleaning the dust

· Washing the dishes

· Ironing and putting the clothes in the right place

· Picking up the toys

· Laying the table

· ……

When they all have performed the different things they can collaborate in at home, they will be asked to help really at their homes (each day in a different thing). The teacher will ask about what the children did the previous day everyday.

Title
Classifying materials

We work on
· Observation

· Appreciation of the environment

· Collaboration

· Caution

Activity development

We will talk to the children: 

Not all the rubbish and wastes belong to the same type of rubbish. We have to pay attention when trashing it to put it in the right place.  

The teacher will have four pieces of thin cardboard: one piece will be green, another one will be yellow and the other two will be blue and black.

The teacher also will cut up some pictures from magazines that represent the different types of rubbish: glass bottles, cans, bricks, fruit peels some plastics... 

Then he/she will glue the pictures on the boards according to this classification:

Green  ( glass

Yellow ( plastics and cans

Blue  ( papers

Black  ( food remains

The teacher will explain what each board means and the kind of elements we have to trash in the different garbage cans we find in our cities, according to their colour. 

Then he/she will distribute some more pictures for the children to glue them on the correspondent piece of thin cardboard.

P.S.: The youngest children won’t use the four boards. We will start only with the green and blue ones (glass and paper). According to the way in which they internalise these two colours, you will be able to add the other two.

Title
Our garbage cans

We work on
· Responsibility

· Observation

· Caring

Activity development

Once we have carried out the Classifying materials activity, the teacher will give the children four board boxes. 

The children will colour the boxes with watercolours or cover them with green, yellow, blue and black papers.

The boxes will be placed in the most appropriate site in the classroom. When trashing things, the children will have to pay attention to the “garbage can” they are using; in this way they will use one or the others according to the type of garbage they are throwing away.

P.S.: With the youngest children the boxes will be placed in a progressive way.

Title
Looking for the differences

We work on
· Appreciation of clean and non-pollutant environments

· Observation

Activity development

The teacher will print and give the children the illustrations from file 8c_01.doc and 8c_02.doc

The children will observe the illustrations and will comment on what they see in them.


Then they will have to identify the picture in which several wrong actions are represented, as far as caring and conservation of the environment are concerned. 

After this they will have to colour the picture in which right actions appear and hang it on the mural of the class.

Finally the children will tick beside the wrong actions from the other sheet and comment on the means they would use to avoid them.

Supplementary material:

Illustrations: 8c_01.doc
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Supplementary material:

Illustrations: 8c_02.doc
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Title
The recycling monument

We work on
· Respect

· Responsibility

· Cooperation

Activity development

The children must bring into the class different kinds of useless materials from home. All of them will make a monument that symbolises the importance of recycling from all those materials. Of course, the teacher will help them.

When the monument is finished all the children will explain its meaning to the rest of the groups in the school (these groups are supposed to do the same activity at the same time, so they will also explain their monuments to every pupil).

When the exposition is finished, each group of pupils will decide the most proper place in the classroom in which the monument can stay.

Title
Our neighbourhood

We work on
· Observation

· Appreciation of the elements

· Respect

· Caution

Activity development

The teacher organises an excursion around the school area. The children are supposed to observe the different kinds of houses and buildings, the monuments, the parks and gardens... 

While walking in the streets the teacher will talk to the children about the different elements they are finding on their way, how these elements have to be cared, if they are well or bad cared at that very moment, etc.


Once in the classroom again the children will tell the teacher what they have like the most during the visit, what things they would like to change, etc. 

Then the children will represent some of the streets or squares of their neighbourhood with cardboard boxes and similar materials (useless ones).

Title
Visiting and observing

We work on
· Observation

· Respect

· Caring

· Appreciation of the elements

Activity development

The teacher will organise an excursion to a close museum or to the Town Hall.

Before the excursion the teacher will tell the children what they are going to visit, what are they going to find in there, how they have to behave themselves, what kind of people work there, etc.

On the way the teacher will record the different environmental sounds in a tape. Once in the classroom again the children will try to identify those sounds.

Then the children will draw a statue, fountain or the visited building.

The teacher can also take pictures during the excursion in order to hang them on the wall of the classroom to remind the children what they have learnt in the visit.

The last step will be to comment on the experience with the children: what they have discovered about the buildings, the people who have collaborated with them, the jobs those people hold, etc. 

Title
Let’s participate in our festivals

We work on
· Respect

· Observation

· Participation

· Cooperation

Activity development

The teacher will ask the children to bring some information about the different festivals they participate in: some pictures of people dressed in the typical clothes of a region, tapes of typical songs. 

They will investigate about the origins of the festivals and what special things are organised (typical meals, dances, etc) in them, with the different materials the children have brought.


It is sure that there will be children from different regions so we will find different kinds of folklore.   We can celebrate a kind of festival each day, inviting adults from those regions to give us more information about the particular festival we are celebrating. This will be a fabulous occasion to bring up the children about the respect to diversity and the different cultures.

Title
Making garbage cans

We work on
· Caring

· Appreciation of clean environments

· Collaboration

Activity development

The teacher will have several cardboard boxes to give them to the children in order to make garbage cans.

Before starting the activity he/she will also prepare some copies from the file 8c_03.doc. 

The children will be split up into groups of four or five people each. Each group will be given one of the cardboard boxes.

They will cut the image from the printed sheet and glue it on the box. They will also decorate the boxes as they want to, but taking care that the distinctions are always visible. They can decorate it with watercolours, markers or gluing small pieces of coloured papers. 

Once the decoration is finished the children will use a brush to varnish the boxes.

The last step will be to place the garbage cans along the school. In this way all the pupils from the school will be able to use them to keep the different spaces clean.

Supplementary material:

Illustration: 8c_03.doc
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Title
Leaves and other things

We work on
· Caring

· Observation

· Respect

Activity development

The teacher will accompany the children to the playground or a close park or garden to observe the different things there are on the ground. These things are not only the ones from the bad behaviour of some people, but also the ones from the Nature. The action of  Nature sometimes provokes deterioration in the environment


The teacher will ask the children to pick up some of these things: dried leaves, branches, small stones, etc.

The children will compose a collage with all those elements.

Title
Collaborating with our mates

We work on
· Caring

· Responsibility

· Appreciation of cared environments

Activity development

The teacher will ask some kids to be the people in charge for the classroom for a few days. After these days some others will do the same; all the children in the class have to carry out this activity. 

The functions they have to hold will depend on the necessities of the classroom and on the age of the pupils.

Some suggestions for the activities:

· To pick up the small pieces of papers that are on the tables and on the floor when they have just been cutting up several things. 

· To put up correctly the tables and chairs when the day is finished (or after a determinate activity in which the pieces of furniture have been moved from their usual position). 

· To water the plants. 

· To set up the pencils and pens in the boxes or pencil-holders. 

· Etc.

Each function will be identifying with a different colour.  In this way, the person in charge of a determinate activity will have a sticker or a “necklace” in the right colour. Thanks to this distinction the rest of the group will know which responsibility their mates have and will be able to help them. 

This program has been thought to be carried out all yearlong. From time to time the children will take a different kind of responsibility.

Title
Police officers, firemen, sweepers and some others

We work on
· Respect

· Appreciation of the different professions

Activity development

The teacher talks to the children about the different jobs the people from our area hold, specially the ones who work caring our ambience: firemen, police officers, gardeners, sweepers, post officers, bus drivers...

When they have discussed about the different functions these professionals hold, the children will have to disguise as one of these people, using the different materials from the “customs corner” and some other things they find along the classroom.

When they are ready, one by one they will perform the job they have chosen. When a child appears in the “stage” the rest of them have to greet him/her respectfully. 

Each child will introduce him/herself telling the group what’s his/her job and what things he/she is supposed to fulfil. Everybody can ask him/her questions about the job. 

Both at the beginning and at the end the child who is “acting” has to greet and to say goodbye to the group, following the courtesy rules.

Title
Let’s play in the sandy ground

We work on
· Observation

· Appreciation of clean and cared environments

Activity development

The teacher will print the file 8c_04.doc and will give the sheet to the children (one for each). 

They will comment on what they can observe in the illustration and the teacher will ask the children about the place that they think our pet would choose to play in.

Now the children have to colour the path the pet has to follow to get to the clean sandy ground. 

The teacher will engage in a dialogue with the children: 

· Why do you think the sandy ground is dirty?

· What would happen if we played in the dirty sandy ground?

· How can we avoid these situations?

· ……..

Finally the children will colour the drawing of the clean park and will cross out the other one. 

P.S.: It will be enough for the youngest children to colour the path the pet has to take. Questions for these children have to be adapted to their level.

Supplementary material:

Illustration: 8c_04.doc
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