Preliminary Activities
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Preliminary Activities 

1º
Constitution of “The children’s Club” 

The teacher will explain the children that they are going to constitute “The Children’s Club”, which main aim is: that all the children in the world take care of the planet in which we live in order to live happily in it. He/she will also tell the pupils that a lot of children from all over the world will participate in this program; each group will take care of the place in which they live, so all of them are going to contribute to build a better world. Their mission is going to be very important, because if they don’t carry out their purposes, the rest of the children of the world will get very sad because not all the places in the world will be cared; in this way the children won’t be happy and proud of the planet in which we live.

We can introduce the creation of the club by telling the children a tale, or by showing them some pictures related to the environment caring. Thus the children will be motivated and they will have the necessity of undertaking some actions related to the preservation of the Earth.  

Motivating tale: The Earth, our planet

Once upon a time there was a planet called The Earth. A lot of beings lived there: all the species of animals, from the most dangerous and big ones to the tamest and smallest ones; there were also a lot of plants and flowers, which decorated the most beautiful gardens. Humans live in harmony with all these plants and animals, and they were very happy.

The Earth was a beautiful place, full of big forests, jungles, mountains, seas, oceans and cities. But the most beautiful thing was to see how its inhabitants took care of it. The whole thing was perfect; but one day some people from another planet came to visit the Earth, and they liked our planet so much that they decided to stay in it. But these people didn’t respect anything, and they started to destroy the forests, to light fires, to confine animals, to dirty the streets and... Everything began to get dark. The plants were dying and the animals didn’t find any place to live and any food, the children were sad because they didn’t find any clean place to play, and adults were more and more sad. 

A group of friends who lived in The Earth couldn’t bear the destruction, the sadness and the filth, so they decided to look for a solution. An idea was brought up: they were going to settle what they called “The Club of the children who take care of the planet”; so they started to clean the streets and the gardens and they fed the animals and liberated them. 

And I’m sure you are thinking: 

What happened with all those people who caused all the problems? ................. 

No!, Nobody ejected them!. 

The problem was that nobody taught those people the importance of protecting and respecting the environment: the animals, the plants, the soil, the water... So all the inhabitants of the Earth helped them to understand the importance of the environment and they explained those people how to participate in its caring. The new inhabitants were so happy when they saw the results of their new actions, so they decided to take part of “The Children’s Club”; from that moment on they were going to observe the planet from their balloons and if any problem appeared, they would solve it. 

From that day each time that a group of children decided to take part of the club, one of the beings from the other planet became their pet and guided and helped the children to get their aims. 

It was very hard work, but at the end all of them saw the results of their actions: flowers grew up, animals lived happily in the forests and jungles, the cities were totally clean and humans finally smiled again. 

Those children took the responsibility of protecting the Earth and teaching the rest of the children in the world how to take care of it. 

Do you want to take part in this Club?

Once the children have understood their mission, the teacher will give each child the membership card (open word: 1c_01.doc).
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2º
Our pet

The pet will be with us trough all the activities. Each time we start any activity about the care of our planet it will appear as a distinguishing sign. So when the teacher considers a good moment he/she can say to the children, while showing a picture of the pet: 

Today “......” tells us ......   

Today “......” asks us to......

Today we are going to help “......” to......
The pet will be the character that suggests things, guides and helps us throughout the activities. 

That’s why we will have to organise a reunion to decide a name for it. 
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The first thing we have to do is print the file in which there is a drawing of the pet (open file word: 1c_02.doc) and put it on a visible place in the classroom. All the children will think about a name for it and they will say the name aloud. Then, the teacher will write all the possible names on the blackboard and the children will vote for one of them. 

The teacher will prepare coloured cards for the votes. Each colour will be assigned to one of the proposed names. He/she will also prepare several envelopes in which the cards can be introduced. The envelopes and the cards will be set up in a corner of the classroom; that place will be delimited by curtains to preserve the intimacy of the people who are voting. 

The teacher will help the children to choose the right card if they are quite young to do it by themselves. In the case of elder children, the ones who have proposed the names for the pet will have to explain the rest of the group why they have chosen that name and why they want their mates to vote for it, before the election.

The teacher will make the urn with a cardboard box; he/she will make a slot in the upper side to introduce the envelopes through it. The children can decorate the urn (with watercolours, by gluing coloured papers, etc).  

Once all the things are ready for the election, the teacher will call all the children, one by one. Then, each child will enter into the cabin to introduce the envelope with the card into the urn. They will have to show the teacher their membership cards if they want to vote. There will be a list with all the names of the children of the class hanging on the wall. When a child votes, he/she will have to impregnate his/her index finger with watercolours and stamp its print beside his/her name. In this way everybody will know who has voted and who hasn’t. 

When all the children have voted, the teacher will recount the votes, now, our pet has a name. The children will vote again in case there is a draw (but this time they will only vote for the names that are tied). When the majority of them have chosen a name, this name has to be respected and accepted by everybody.    

3º
The flag
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Each group will elaborate a flag; this flag will represent them as children who take care of the planet when they go to an excursion or any trip out of the school (open file word 1c_03.doc). 

The ideal flag would be the one made from any cloth; this could be done with the parents’ help. If it’s not possible you can make an enlargement of the copy you have from the file. Then the children can colour it and finally it can be covered with plastic.

4º
Our passport

The passport is the document that guarantees that the children take part of the actions organised by “The Children’s Club” (open file word: 1c_04.doc).

The teacher will prepare one passport for each child; they will colour their passports and write their names on them (if they don’t know how to write the teacher will do it for them). 
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The passport is divided into small boxes. Each time a child does some thing about caring for the environment, his/her teacher will stamp on one of the boxes or will glue a small sticker on it (the number of  pages will depend on the decision of the teacher). When all the boxes are stamped, the child will receive a diploma; this diploma certifies that the child knows how to take care of our planet and that in fact, he/she does.   

All the teachers in the school will decide a day in which all the diplomas will be handed to all the children who have got them. The parents should participate in this act (in this way the children will notice that the actions about caring the environment are very important ones), and, if possible, the local authorities too.

5º
Missive to the parents

it is very important that the teacher (or the school) sends a note to the parents of the pupils, informing them about the Club and its aims and how the program is going to be carried out.  We will also ask them for their collaboration and participation in the program. 
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